


 

 

Step 3: Identify other people’s positions, arguments and conclusions 
An argument generally includes three elements: the claim; the evidence or reasons for the claim; and the 
assumptions (the beliefs which support the claim as being valid). For example:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The author’s overall argument is normally stated in the introduction chapter or section. As this is broken 
down into different parts, the argument will occur in different paragraphs. It will not always be the first 
sentence, but it will be close to the beginning of the paragraph. When reading the author’s argument, 
you need to be aware of another person’s point of view. 
 
 
Step 4: Weigh up opposing arguments 
Here are few of the types of fallacies that occur in arguments:  
 
Jumping to conclusions – This is when conclusions are made and the facts, ideas or beliefs provided do 
not justify this conclusion, for example, assuming that binge drinking is a big problem among teenagers 
when only a group of 100 students were surveyed. 
 
Causality – 


